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Session Abstract:  
In September, 2000, the Pew Environmental Health Commission at the Johns Hopkins School of Hygiene and Public 
Health issued a report entitled America’s Environmental Health Gap: Why the Country Needs a Nationwide Health 
Tracking Network.  In this report, the Commission documented that the existing environmental health system was 
inadequate and fragmented and recommended a “Nationwide Health Tracking Network for disease and exposures”.  
Congress responded in 2002 by appropriating funding for CDC to begin developing and implementing a nationwide 
environmental public health tracking program and to develop environmental health capacity in state and local health 
departments.  CDC and its partners at the national, state, and local levels have been working to bring this concept to 
reality.  This session will provide information on the background of the environmental public health tracking initiative.  
Speakers will address expectations, needs, challenges, opportunities, and strategies for implementing the Network and for 
improving our understanding of the relationship between and health and the environment. 
 
Learning Objectives: 
After attending this session, the participant will be able to: 
1. Understand what environmental public health tracking is and the need for a National Environmental Public Health 

Tracking Network 
2. Identify key challenges and processes for establishing an integrated national environmental public health tracking 

network in this country 
3. Understand the roles, contributions, and needs of some of the partners involved in developing the network and 

improving environmental public health capacity 
4. Understand the uses and limitations of health and exposure surveillance and environmental monitoring systems. 


